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be reinforced in case of attack, or retreat on its sup-
ports either east or west.

General Mitehel was so anxious that this should
be done, that he not only sent despatches to General
Buell, strongly recommending it, but sent his own
chief of staff Captain Prentice, and Lieutenant Wil-
liams, by the railroad to represent the matter at head-
quarters. The locomotive on which they left Hunts-
ville became disabled and they failed to get through;
but the despatches were received. The matter was
referred by General Buell to General Halleck, who
decided adversely, but suggested that Mitehel feeep
an outpost at Tuscumbia. The absurdity of this
proposition was very soon demonstrated. Colonel
Turchiti and his little force at Tuscumbia caine very
near being cut off by the enemy, who were tempted
by the landing of one hundred thousand rations sent
up the Tennessee River to feed Mitchel's army as he
had requested, and landed at Florence. Fortunately
Turchin's force and the rations were both withdrawn
in safety.

By the failure to occupy Tuscumbia, the generals
at Corinth had deprived Mitehel of his ability to
hold the railroad south of the Tennessee River, and
to threaten the rebel army at Corinth in rear as he
had hoped. The bridge at Decatur was now at the
mercy of the enemy. General Buell had ordered
General Mitehel to destroy the Bridgeport bridge if
possible, and the Decatur bridge as soon as he should
leave it. Mitehel had no troops to defend the De-
catur bridge in case the enemy chose to send a suffi-
cient force to possess himself of it. He sent repeated
telegrams protesting against the abandonment of the
road, not only to the generals at Corinth, but to the
War Department: all to no purpose.the arrival of reinforcements after the battle of ShiJoli."the situation for General Halleck in com-
